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Summary
1. It is estimated that there are 19,400 victims of Domestic Abuse in Bedfordshire: 4,900
for Bedford Borough Council; 7,900 for Central Bedfordshire and 6,600 for Luton
Borough Council.
2. Between March 2011 and April 2012 Bedfordshire Police responded to 8,714 incidents
associated with Domestic Abuse. That is an average of one every hour.
3. Of these incidents 3,155 have been classified as crimes – or an average of eight every
day.
4. The commonest type of crime was violence against the person (41%) followed by
common assault (35%). Together these two crime type accounted for three quarters of
the offences.
5. In the 2011/12 there were four murders and one attempted murder related to domestic
violence.
6. Domestic Violence against women in Bedfordshire costs over £63 million in a year. Costs
to legal services, housing and on employment are £39 million, costs to Health are over
£13 million. Criminal Justice costs are over £8 million.
7. In May 2012 Bedfordshire Probation Trust was responsible for supervising 409 offenders
in the three Local Authorities of Bedford, Central Bedfordshire and Luton and who were
linked to Domestic Abuse. Bedford had the highest number: 152 (37%), closely followed
by Luton – 148 (36%), with 109 (27%) in Central Bedfordshire.
8. Over half of the supervised offenders who have a relationship with domestic abuse have
parental responsibilities.
9. Towards one in five of the offenders with a relationship with domestic abuse are likely
to live with, or have frequent contact with, a child who is on the child protection register
or is being looked after by the local authority.
10. For the incidents and crimes reported to Bedfordshire Police 83% of the suspects or
offenders are male and 17% are female.
11. The single year of age with the largest number of suspects is 28.
12. In one third of the incidents or crimes the suspect was thought to be under the influence
of drink and / or drugs.
13. Just over half of the suspects were recorded as being unemployed at the time of the
incident.
14. The commonest relationship between the offender or suspect and the victim is that of
ex-boyfriend, which accounts for one in five of the incidents. In about one in eight of
the cases the relationship was that of boyfriend and, in a similar proportion of incidents
the relationship was that of husband.
15. One third of the offences or incidents were committed by people living in the Luton
Borough Council area and just under one quarter were committed in each of the
Bedford and Central Bedfordshire Council areas.
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16. Of the 12 wards with the highest ratios of offenders to population five are in Bedford
Borough, three are in Central Bedfordshire, and four are in Luton. These 12 wards have
around one third of the offenders or suspects.
17. An analysis of Bedford Borough shows a clear relationship between the wards which
have been ranked highly on the number of Domestic Violence offenders or suspects and
their ranking based on Deprivation.
18. Domestic Violence does not only take place in deprived areas. There is a total of over
100 offenders / suspects associated with Domestic Violence in the six Wards in Bedford
with the lowest Domestic Violence offender rates per 1,000 population.
19. There are a number of ways of highlighting offenders at risk of causing the most serious
harm. In the area served by Bedfordshire Probation Trust there are 64 offenders linked
to Domestic Abuse and who have been assessed as posing a high or very high risk of
causing harm.
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